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Public Footpaths 
 

In the last Area News details were provided about Hutton FP 10 (on the north side of Longton Brook to the west 
of Liverpool Rd) and about a welcome increase in the capital budget, which will allow for a few expensive repairs 
to be done. The repair to the Hutton FP is still outstanding at the time of writing. An enquiry to Lancashire County 
Council resulted in the reply that they had to seek Environment Agency approval for the proposed works, and 
that they expected the work to be done soon, without mentioning any dates.  
 
This particular footpath may be perhaps jinxed for a further issue has been noted in that a mature tree near 
Liverpool Rd is now leaning at an angle, which is another issue that makes usage of this footpath less than easy. 
 
The financial crisis started in 2008, but local government for the most part escaped the cuts until 2010. Since 
then we have lived in a period of austerity, when many services have been reduced because of the cuts. It is 
difficult to quote a figure for the cut in the current account (or revenue) budget for the public rights of way in 
Lancashire because of the reorganizations that have taken place, but a figure of about 30% is likely to have 
occurred. Clearly a cut of this size is going to have an effect.   
 
On the reverse side are the statistics for the public footpaths in Lancashire excluding the agency agreements, 
which show a marked deterioration in the last five years. It appears to be the case that if something is classed as 
being low priority then it is unlikely to get fixed, for whilst the number of items outstanding has increased over 
four fold, the number of items that are more than two years old has increased fourteen fold. We will continue with 
letter writing to express our concern to Lancashire County Council. 
 
RA Central Office in London recently launched Pathwatch (http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/big-
pathwatch.aspx), which ought to provide a means of comparing local authorities. The last time a reliable 
comparison between local authorities was possible was in the days of Best Value Indicators (an initiative when 
Tony Blair was Prime Minister) when local authorities had to make various reports using a standard method and 
format. It is to be hoped that the Pathwatch project will in early 2016 produce a report using a standard method in 
all parts of England. We should then know if Lancashire is better or worse than other parts of the Country. 
 
  

Use of Email 
 
Some members receive Area News by email, but the majority will receive this through the traditional post. For 
most new members details of their email address is included with the membership application form, but for the 
majority of members the RA does not hold this information. If you would like to receive Area News and other 
items of information from the RA by email then please let RA Central Office in London know your email address.  
Also if you change your email address also please let RA Central Office know about the change. 
 
The move from using the traditional post to email is going to take several years. We are aware that some 
members do not have an email address and that some other members are not comfortable using email. It is very 
likely that a paper version of Area News and the Walks Programme for the traditional groups will be available for 
many years to come, so do not worry if you prefer the established ways of doing things. 
 
The above was edited by David Kelly. Any items for inclusion in the next Area News should be with me by the 
end of Nov.  
 
The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity ( England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no SC039799) and a company 
limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 4458492). Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert 
Embankment, London SE1 7TW  

 



Lancashire CC PROW Stats excluding agency agreements 
  

Meeting Jul-10 Nov-10 Mar-11 Jul-11 Nov-11 Mar-12 Jul-12 Nov-12 Mar-13 Nov-13 Mar-14 Jul-14 Nov-14 Mar-15 Jul-15 

Outstanding 790 989 926 1014 1414 1218 1583 2126 2237 2644 2768 2884 3227 3120 3269 

Clearances 664 671 621 456 414 748 390 339 418 493 569 344 599 642 574 

New reports 667 870 566 512 772 572 662 894 515 754 650 543 854 519 586 

Notes - No July 13 figures because of the after effects of the May 13 council elections - Spring 14 Ribble Valley agency agreement ended. 

   

                 

 
 

               

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                Outstanding items broken down by time 
            

 
Jul-10 Nov-10 Mar-11 Jul-11 Nov-11 Mar-12 Jul-12 Nov-12 Mar-13 Nov-13 Mar-14 Jul-14 Nov-14 Mar-15 Jul-15 

0 - 8 mths 450 615 486 463 745 597 814 1158 985 888 858 686 866 695 689 

9 - 16 mths 157 134 168 237 266 202 293 406 558 662 496 621 603 537 551 

17 - 24 mths 79 121 114 112 151 166 158 176 242 463 636 562 433 463 486 

Over 24 mths 104 119 158 202 252 253 318 386 452 631 778 1015 1325 1425 1543 

Total 790 989 926 1014 1414 1218 1583 2126 2237 2644 2768 2884 3227 3120 3269 
 
 


